UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 
FALL 2012 

PS 348: GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS IN WESTERN EUROPE 

SYLLABUS 


Monday, Wednesday: 3-4:20 PM 
Gregory Hall, Room 223 

Dr. Kostas Kourtikakis 

Office hours-. Tuesday & Thursday, 1-2PM 
Office location : David Kinley Hall, Room 426 
Telephone: (217] 300-4336 

E-mail: kkourtik@illinois.edu 

Course Rationale : 

This course examines the politics of both big and small Western European countries since 1945 and 
introduces students to the politics of the European Union [EU], We will examine how the 
institutions, culture and history of each country give its politics a distinctive national flavor. At the 
same time, we will identify trends which are common among European countries and make politics 
in Western Europe distinctive from politics in other parts of the world. Of course, no course on 
European politics would be complete without examining the impact of the EU. We will study what 
the EU is and how it has affected developments in the European political scene. The course does 
not require prior knowledge of European politics. However, it is assumed that you have basic 
knowledge of Political Science. Besides providing you with facts and information about politics in 
Europe, the course also aims at developing your ability to think critically. Students are expected to 
draw conclusions by comparing facts and analyzing information. 

Course description : 

The course is divided into three parts. In the first we will examine some institutions, as well as 
historical and socioeconomic developments which have defined the distinctive nature of politics in 
Western Europe from the Second World War until today. The second part focuses on the politics of 
individual countries. We will discuss developments and institutions in an array of both big and 
small European nations. In the third part of the course we will study the institutions and some 
"flagship" policies of the EU, along with its relations with the US. There will be two exams, each for 
a different part of the course and a final, which will cover the entire course. 

Course Goals : 

By the end of this course you will have achieved the following goals: 

a. Understand what makes politics in Europe distinctively "European." 

b. Understand the differences among the politics of individual European countries. 

c. Understand what the EU is and what role it plays in Europe. 

d. Form your own opinions on European politics. 

e. Draw conclusions by making comparisons among politics in different national settings. 

Course Materials : 

The following book is available from the university bookstores: 

• Colin Hay and Anand Menon (eds.], European Politics. Oxford University Press, 2007 
Notes on reading materials: 

• Required reading assignments which are not included in the main textbook, are available as pdf 
files on Compass (see relevant section below], 

• Contact the instructor in advance if you have any problems obtaining any readings for a class. 



Grade Scale : 

You can earn a maximum of 200 points in this class. The points translate to letter grades as follows: 


A + = 196-200 

B + = 174-179 

C + = 154-159 

D + = 134-139 

F = 119 and below 

A = 186-195 

B = 166-173 

C = 146-153 

D = 126-135 


A = 180-185 

B =160-165 

C- = 140-145 

D =120-125 



Requirements : 

Your final grade will be composed of the following requirements: 

Map-quiz: 10 points 

Exam 1: 60 points 

Exam 2: 60 points 

Final Exam: 70 points 

Lecture Notes : 

Read the assigned literature for each lecture before you come to class. During the lecture we will 
highlight the main points from the assigned readings. You will be expected to know the content of 
the lectures for the exams. The main lecture points will be included in a PowerPoint Presentation. I 
have a policy not to make PowerPoint slides available to students. Therefore, it is imperative 
that you come to class regularly, pay close attention and keep good notes. If you must miss a 
class, make sure you ask for a classmate’s notes. Come to see me during office hours if you have 
any questions on the material that you missed. 

Map Quiz: 

Because we will talk about different European countries during the semester, it is important that 
you know where they are located. A map of Europe is available on Compass with the names of all 
countries on it. On the day specified in the Course Schedule you will take a short quiz, during which 
you will be given the same map. This time, however, it will not include any country names, and you 
will be asked to identify ten of them. 

Exams : 

In order to complete the course successfully, you must take three exams on the days specified in 
the Course Schedule. Each exam will be composed of three sections. The first will include a set of 
multiple choice questions. The second section will include a number of open-ended questions, 
which you will need to answer in your own words. For example, I may ask you to describe a 
process, define a concept or name the categories of a phenomenon. In the third section you will be 
asked to write a short essay in response to a question. In your answer, you will be expected to 
demonstrate not only that you are knowledgeable about the topics covered in class and in the 
readings, but also that you can articulate your own thoughts about them. The material tested in 
each exam will be announced in class in due time. The final exam will cover the entire 
course. 

Make-up Exams : 

Make-up exams are not allowed, except only under exceptional circumstances. Exceptional 
circumstances are exclusively medical or family emergencies and athletic engagements for 
student athletes. Contact me as soon as the exceptional situation arises. Student athletes please 
provide a signed letter from the relevant athletic department. For medical or family emergencies a 
letter from the Emergency Dean (telephone: 217-333-0050] is required. If you miss an exam 
for reasons other than the above, you will take 0 points for it. Please, note that in a make-up 
exam you may be asked to answer a set of questions of equal difficulty but different from the ones 
the rest of your classmates are given. 
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Participation : 

There is no participation component in the grade for this class. However, you are strongly 
encouraged to participate in class discussion. Take extra care to contribute to the class by asking 
clarification questions, sharing insightful comments or by expressing your views on the topics 
covered by the course. 

Extra Credit : 

During the semester events of relevance to the course will be advertised in class. You can earn 
extra credit by attending these events and writing short reports. More details will be announced in 
due time. 

Illinois Compass 2g : 

This course has an online component. You can find this Syllabus, required readings not included in 
the main text, as well as grades and future announcements about the course on the Illinois Compass 
website at https://compass2g.illinois.edu. You will need your U of I NetlD and AD password to log 
on. Please note that readings available on Compass are subject to copyright protections. If 
you have any problems with Illinois Compass please contact me right away. 

E-mail : 

It is very important that you check your University of Illinois e-mail account regularly for 
changes to the Syllabus and other announcements about this course. You should do so at least 
once a week. If you do not want to use your U of I account on a regular basis, make sure that 
messages sent to it are forwarded to the address that you use most often. You can do this through 
the Options tab in your Express Mail account. For assistance contact the CITES Help Desk by calling 
(217] 244-7000 or email consult@illinois.edu. 

Academic Integrity : 

Cheating during an exam and presenting other people's work as your own are not only ethically 
unacceptable, but students will also be penalized for these practices in accordance with the U of I 
designated procedures. Please consult articles 1.401-1.403 of the Student Code, which is 
available at http://admin.illinois.edu/policy/code/ 

Decorum : 

It is important that together we create a positive learning environment for this class. To this effect, 
please, observe the following rules: ‘You must be in the classroom when the class begins at the 
designated time. *If you must leave early, let me know before the class begins. Then find a seat 
near the door, so that you cause the minimum distraction to your classmates while you exit the 
classroom. *Do not disrupt the class by chatting with your classmates. ‘During class discussion, be 
respectful of your colleagues, especially if you disagree with their views. ‘Cell phone use is not 
allowed during class. This includes text messaging. ‘The use of laptop computers is allowed 
only for taking notes. 

Student Assistance : 

For personal issues, do not hesitate to contact the Counseling Center by calling [217] 333-3704. 
More information available at http://www.counselingcenter.illinois.edu/ 

If you are struggling with the class please see me. In addition, the Counseling Center organizes 
study skills workshops. Visit http://www.counselingcenter.illinois.edu/?page_id=29 for more 
information. 

If you feel that you need help with your writing skills, you can contact the Writers Workshop at the 
Center for Writing Studies by calling [217] 333-8796. You can find additional information online 
at http://www.cws.illinois.edu/workshop/ 
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Students with Disabilities : 

The Division of Disability Resources and Educational Services (DRES] has been designated by the 
University as the primary office to guide, counsel, and assist students with disabilities. If you 
already receive services through DRES and require accommodations for this class, make an 
appointment with me as soon as possible to discuss your approved accommodation needs. Please 
bring your accommodation letter with you to the appointment. I will hold any information you 
share with me in the strictest confidence unless you give me permission to do otherwise. If you 
have not contacted DRES and need accommodations (note taking assistance, extended time for 
tests, etc.] I will be happy to refer you. DRES will require appropriate documentation of disability. 
Their phone number is (217] 333-4603. 


COURSE SCHEDULE 


This Schedule may change during the semester to reflect the needs of the class. Changes may 
include adding or removing reading assignments. You will be notified promptly about any changes 
by an announcement in class and by e-mail. 

Students are encourage to follow the latest news from Europe by reading one or more of the 
following newspapers: 


The Financial Times 
The Economist 
BBC News 
EUobserver.com 
EUpolitix.com 


LeMonde (French] 

Der Spiegel (German] 

Frankfurter AUgemeine Zeitung (German] 
Corriere della Sera (Italian] 

El Pais (Spanish] 


PART I: WESTERN EUROPEAN POLITICS IN CONTEXT 

Monday, August 27: Introductory Meeting 

• Syllabus review 


Wednesday, August 29: Social Change in Western Europe 

• European Politics, Chapter 13, pp. 218-236 

• Ronald Inglehart, "Changing Values among Western Publics from 1970 to 2006," West 
European Politics. Vol. 31, No. 1/2 (Jan-Mar 2008], pp. 130-146 


Monday, September 3: LABOR DAY 

• No Class 


Wednesday, September 5: Migration in Western Europe 

• European Politics, Chapter 19, pp. 329-345 

• Martin Schain, "The Extreme-Right and Immigration Policy-Making: Measuring Direct and 
Indirect Effects," West European Politics. Vol. 29, No. 2 (March 2006], pp. 270-289 

Monday, September 10: European Parties and Party Systems 

• European Politics, Chapter 12, pp. 200-217 

• Aldo F. Ponce & Susan E. Scarrow, "Who Gives? Partisan Donations in Europe," West European 
Politics. Vol. 34, No. 5 (July 2011], pp. 997-1020 

Wednesday, September 12: Federalism and Regionalism 

• MAP QUIZ 
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• Wilfried Swenden, Federalism and Regionalism in Western Europe. Palgrave Macmillan, 2006, 
Chapters 1 and 2, pp. 6-47 

Monday, September 17: European Integration 

• European Politics, Chapter 10, pp. 151-167 

• Andrew Moravcsik, "Introduction," The Choice for Europe. Cornell University Press, 1998, pp. 1- 
17 (Available on Illinois Compass 2g] 

Wednesday, September 19: Change in Central and Eastern Europe 

• European Politics, Chapter 9, pp. 132-147 

Monday, September 24: Executives 

• European Politics, Chapter 14, pp. 237-255 

• Julia Fleischer, "Power Resources of Parliamentary Executives: Policy Advice in the UK and 
Germany," West European Politics. Vol. 32, No. 1 (January 2009], pp. 196-214 

Wednesday, September 26: Courts 

• European Politics, Chapter 15, pp. 256-268 

• Marie-Pierre Granger, "The Future of Europe: Judicial Interference and Preferences," 
Comparative European Politics. Vol. 3, No. 2 (July 2005], pp. 155-179 

• 

Monday, October 1: The Welfare State in Western Europe 

• European Politics, Chapter 17, pp. 292-309 

• Karl C. Kaltenthaler & Stephen J. Ceccoli, "Explaining Patterns of Support for the Provision of 
Citizen Welfare," lournal of European Public Policy. Vol. 15, No. 7 (2008], pp. 1041-1068 

Wednesday, October 3: Catch-up day 

• No readings 

Monday, October 8: EXAM 1 

• No readings 


PART II: THE COUNTRIES OF WESTERN EUROPE 

Wednesday, October 10: Germany 

• European Politics, Chapter 1, pp. 3-16 

• Simone Burkhart, "Reforming Federalism in Germany: Incremental Changes instead of the Big 
Deal," Publius. Vol. 39, No. 2 (Spring 2009], pp. 341-365 

Monday, October 15: France 

• European Politics, Chapter 2, pp.17-30 

• Emiliano Grossman and Nicolas Sauger, "The End of Ambiguity? Presidents versus Parties or 
the Four Phases of the Fifth Republic," West European Politics. Vol. 32, No. 2 (March 2009], pp. 
423-437 
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Wednesday, October 17: The United Kingdom 

• European Politics, Chapter 4, pp. 46-63 

• Timothy Garton Ash, "Is Britain European?" International Affairs. Vol. 77, No. 1 (January 2001], 
pp. 1-13 

***October 19: Deadline to drop a UG semester course without grade of W*** 

Monday, October 22: Italy 

• European Politics, Chapter 3, pp. 31-45 

• Francesco Cavatorta, "The role of the Northern League in Transforming the Italian Political 
System: From Economic Federalism to Ethnic Politics and Back," Contemporary Politics. Vol. 7, 
No. 1 (March 2001], pp. 27-40 

Wednesday, October 24: Scandinavia 

• European Politics, Chapter 5, pp. 64-81 

• Michael Baggesen Klitgaard, "Why are they doing it? Social Democracy and Market-oriented 
Welfare State Reforms," West European Politics. Vol. 30, No. 1 (2007], pp. 172-194 

Monday, October 29: Belgium and the Netherlands 

• European Politics, Chapter 6, pp. 82-100 

• Giedo Jansen, Nan Dirk de Graaf, and Ariana Need, "Exploring the Breakdown of the Religion- 
Vote Relationship in The Netherlands, 1971-2006," West European Politics. Vol. 35, No. 4 (July 
2012], pp. 756-783 

Wednesday, October 31: Spain and Portugal 

• European Politics, Chapter 7, pp. 101-116 

• Tanja Borzel, "From Competitive Regionalism to Cooperative Federalism: The Europeanization 
of the Spanish State of the Autonomies," Publius. Vol. 30, No. 2 (Spring 2000], pp. 17-42 

Monday, November 5: Greece, Turkey and Cyprus 

• European Politics, Chapter 8, pp. 117-131 

• Aikaterini Andronikidou and Iosif Kovras, "Cultures of Rioting and Anti-Systemic Politics in 
Southern Europe," West European Politics. Vol. 35, No. 4 (July 2012], pp. 707-725 

Wednesday, November 7: Catch-up day 

• No readings 

Monday, November 12: EXAM 2 

• No readings 

PART III: THE EUROPEAN UNION 

Wednesday, November 14: European Union Institutions 

• European Politics, Chapter 11, pp. 168-199 

Monday, November 19: THANKSGIVING BREAK 

• No class 

Wednesday, November 21: THANKSGIVING BREAK 

• No class 
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Monday, November 26: European Union Institutions (continued) 

• European Politics, Chapter 11, pp. 168-199 (continue reading) 

Wednesday, November 28: Economic and Monetary Union 

• European Politics, Chapter 16, pp. 273-291 

• Kevin Featherstone, "The Greek Sovereign Debt Crisis and EMU: A Failing State in a Skewed 
Regime," lournal of Common Market Studies. Vol. 49, No. 2 (2011), pp. 193-217 

Monday, December 3: EU External Relations 

• John Peterson, "The EU as a Global Actor," Chapter 10 in The European Union: How Does It 
Work? Oxford University Press, 2008, pp. 201-221 

• Ian Manners, "Normative power Europe: a contradiction in terms?" lournal of Common Market 
Studies. Vol. 40, No. 2 (2002), pp. 235-258 

Wednesday, December 5: EU Enlargement 

• European Politics, Chapter 21, pp. 367-385 

Monday, December 10: Relations between Europe and the US 

• European Politics, Chapter 23, pp. 407-426 

• Andrew Moravcsik, "US-EU Relations: Putting the Bush Years in Perspective," in Federiga Bindi 
(ed.), The Foreign Policy of the European Union: Assessing Europe's Role in the World. 
Brookings Institution Press, 2011, pp. 203-208 (available on Compass 2g) 

Wednesday, December 12: Catch-up day 

• No readings 

FINAL EXAM 

Thursday, December 20, 7-10pm 
Gregory Hall, Room 223 
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